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like hundreds of Matterhorns collected together; but the
Matterhorn, Mont Blanc, and all the Swiss mountains
would have been several hundred feet below me, while
these mountains rose up in solemn grandeur thousands of
feet above me. Not a living thing was seen, and not a
sound was heard; all was snow and ice and rocky preci-
pices" (Geo. Proc., 1888, p. 506).

Beyond the Shaksgam the route ascends the Sarpo
Leggo torrent right up to the foot of the Mustagh glacier,
where it branches to the east over the old and to the
west over the new Mustagh Pass, both attaining an
extreme altitude of more than 19,000 feet, and both so
difficult that they may be regarded as impracticable
except by a tour cle force. Owing to the accumulations
of ice the old had not been used by any native for thirty
or forty years, and even the new had been abandoned for
the last ten years. Captain Younghusband selected the
former, by which, after strenuous efforts and extreme risk,
he reached the Baltoro glacier on the southern slope of
the range, and made his way thence through the village
of Askoli in Baltistan to Skardo on the Upper Indus
above the Vale of Kashmir. As he looked back on the
pass from the Baltoro snowfields, "it seemed utterly
impossible that any man could have got down such a
place."

Noteworthy in this alpine region are the numerous
glaciers, the largest of which is the Baltoro, 33 miles
long, and flanked on either side by two giant peaks over
26,000 feet high. Yet, vast as they are, these glaciers
are mere remnants of the enormous ice and snow fields,
which formerly covered the whole region of the Western
Himalayas. The upper part of the Baltoro glacier is
dominated by the majestic cone of G-usherbrum (26,360
feet), visited in 1903 by A. C. F. Ferber.

Much light was thrown on the general aspect of the